Regulations governing the Entry into and Passage through Norwegian Territorial Waters in Peacetime of Foreign, Non-Military Vessels

Laid down by Royal Decree pursuant to section 418, subsection 2, of Act no. 10 of 22 May 1902 and section 1 of Act no. 3 of 18 August 1914 and section 8, third paragraph, of Act no. 19 of 17 June 1966, put forward by the Ministry of Defence.
Introductory Provisions

§ 1
These regulations only apply when Norway and the State whose flag the vessel is entitled to fly are at peace, or until contingency measures have been implemented.


§ 2
The regulations do not apply to Norwegian territorial waters off Svalbard, Jan Mayen or dependencies unless otherwise prescribed by statute.


§ 3
For the purpose of these regulations, foreign, non-military vessel means any foreign vessel, or Norwegian vessel the master of which is a foreign national, to which current Norwegian regulations concerning the admission of foreign warships and military aircraft to Norwegian territorial waters in peacetime do not apply. In these regulations, foreign, non-military vessel also means equipment belonging to the vessel (lifeboats, landing craft, aircraft, etc.).


§ 4
Nuclear-powered vessels are subject to special licensing pursuant to section 4 of Act no. 28 of 12 May 1972. Vessels carrying nuclear substances are required to hold a permit pursuant to section 5 of the said Act.


§ 5
Sections 13, 15 and 16 of these regulations apply subject to any restrictions established by agreements with foreign States.


§ 6
Pleasure craft carrying foreign nationals who are required to hold a visa shall be subject to the regulations concerning the admission of foreigners to the Kingdom and their stay there (*) pursuant to sections 83 and 111 of the Crown Prince Regent's Decree of 21 December 1990.

Pleasure craft over 24 metres in length or 50 gross tons shall use prescribed sea lanes and are required to give notification pursuant to section 17 and may be ordered to report pursuant to section 19. Pleasure craft are otherwise excepted from the restrictions set out in sections 16, 17, 18 and 19.

Norwegian territorial waters and sea limits

§ 7
a
For the purpose of these regulations, baselines means straight lines drawn between the basepoints.


b
For the purpose of these regulations, Norwegian territorial waters means all waters within the territorial limit.



c
For the purpose of these regulations, internal waters means all waters that lie within the baselines.



d
For the purpose of these regulations, the territorial sea means the waters between the baselines and the territorial limit.

Responsibility of the shipmaster

§ 8
Masters of all foreign, non-military vessels are required to familiarise themselves with the substance of these regulations before entering Norwegian territorial waters.

Norwegian authorities

§ 9
For the purpose of these regulations, the Norwegian authorities means the Ministry of Defence or whosoever the Ministry so authorises. All enquiries, notifications, reports, applications for clearance etc. to the Norwegian authorities shall be directed to National Joint Headquarters and shall be submitted in Norwegian, Danish, Swedish or English.

Innocent passage through the territorial sea

§ 10
Innocent passage through the territorial sea is permitted for foreign, non-military vessels. Innocent passage means navigation through the territorial sea, either in transit or for the purpose of proceeding to or from Norwegian internal waters or ports.

Stopping or anchoring while passing through the territorial sea is only permitted when such action is incidental to ordinary navigation or is rendered necessary by force majeure or distress or for the purpose of rendering assistance to persons, ships or aircraft which are in danger or distress.


§ 11
Any vessel in innocent passage through the territorial sea which for reasons set forth in section 10, second paragraph, must make a temporary stop or remain stationary or enter Norwegian internal waters or call at a Norwegian port facility, shall notify the Norwegian authorities without undue delay.

Admission of foreign, non-military vessels to Norwegian internal waters

§ 12
Foreign. non-military vessels to which the list in section 13 does not apply may, subject to the restrictions set out in section 16, enter Norwegian internal waters without obtaining written permission in advance.

Foreign, non-military vessels may be refused admission to Norwegian internal waters when special grounds make this necessary. Such special grounds exist when inter alia fishing vessels plan to enter these waters in connection with fishing or bringing ashore a catch as set out in section 8, first paragraph, of Act no. 19 of 17 June 1966.

§ 13
Admission to Norwegian internal waters is permitted for the following foreign, non-military vessels only when written permission has been granted in advance by the Norwegian authorities:

a
Research vessels

b
Seismic vessels and other vessels carrying equipment used for 

surveying and charting the sea bed

c
Factory ships, repair ships and expedition vessels

d
Vessels for special purposes, including floating and mobile oil 

platforms, tugboats, dredgers, icebreakers and floating cranes, 

unless entry into Norwegian internal waters is necessary due to 

a binding agreement with a Norwegian company which requires 

the vessel to call at a Norwegian port facility.

e
Non-military government ships and stand-by and support 


vessels for naval units.
f
Vessels mentioned in § 4.
g
Vessels that carries aircraft.(fixed wing, rotary wing and UAV)

 

In cases of doubt, the Norwegian authorities will decide whether a foreign, non-military vessel is subject to this provision.

§ 14
The vessels specified in section 13 b, c, d and g may be granted admission into Norwegian internal waters without a prior written application in order to be repaired or laid up in a Norwegian port provided a binding agreement with a Norwegian company exists. In such cases, deviations may be made from the deadlines referred to in section 15. The Norwegian authorities shall be notified of such admission as soon as possible.

Foreign, non-military vessels which are obliged to seek a port of refuge for the reasons specified in section 10, second paragraph, may enter Norwegian internal waters without a prior written application.

§ 15
A written application for permission to enter Norwegian internal waters under section 13 a, b, c, d, e and g shall have reached the Norwegian authorities at the latest 7 days before entry is expected to take place. Applications under section 13 f shall have reached the Norwegian authorities at the latest 14 days before entry is expected to take place. All applications shall contain the information specified in section 17 and any other information deemed to be of importance in connection with the planned entry.

Notwithstanding these regulations, the Norwegian authorities may require information from foreign, non-military vessels which is considered to be of relevance to the planned entry, including information about catches carried on board and, if the catch is to be delivered in Norway.  Fishing activities within Norwegian fishery jurisdiction in which the vessel has been engaged.

Entry, passage and notification requirement when navigating through Norwegian internal waters

§ 16
For foreign, non-military vessels, entry into and passage through Norwegian internal waters is restricted to the following activities:


a
Navigation to and from Norwegian ports in connection with loading, 
unloading, restocking, bunkering, carrying out necessary repairs or 
carrying out binding agreements with Norwegian interests. Laytime in a 
Norwegian port shall be limited to the necessary length of time as 
dictated by the purpose of the call at the port.
b
Navigation in transit via specified sea lanes when the vessel's mission 
makes this necessary.
c
Navigation in order to seek a port of refuge.

Stopping or anchoring while passing through internal waters is only permitted when such action is is incidental to ordinary navigation or is rendered necessary by force majeure or distress or for the purpose of rendering assistance to persons, ships or aircraft which are in danger or distress. If the vessel makes a temporary stop or remains stationary, the Norwegian authorities shall be notified without undue delay.

§ 17
Masters of all foreign, non-military vessels over 24 metres in length or 50 gross tons who intend to navigate their vessel into Norwegian internal waters are required to give notification of such entry and shall notify the Norwegian authorities at the latest 24 hours in advance. Such notification may be made in written or oral form and shall contain:

a
Vessel's IMO Identification Number, if any

b
Vessel's nationality, name, international radio call sign 


(distinctive letters) and any mobile or satellite telephone 


numbers

c
Type of vessel, cargo, draught and size in gross tons

d
Purpose of the entry, including any information about the entry 

as specified in section 14 of these regulations

e
Specification in latitude and longitude of the point where the 

vessel intends to cross the Norwegian baseline when entering 

and leaving

f
Intended ports-of-call with specification of times of arrival and 

departure

g
Norwegian contact (agent, operator, shipowner, etc.)

The Norwegian authorities shall be informed without delay of any changes in the submitted plan of navigation.

Passenger and car ferries in regular service to and from Norwegian ports are excepted from the notification requirement provided an approved navigation plan has been forwarded to the Norwegian authorities at the latest 14 days before the service is put into operation. The Norwegian authorities are to be informed if the navigation plan is withdrawn or if major changes are introduced.

The vessels specified in section 13 are required to give notification as described above irrespective of their length or size.

Sea lanes and report points in Norwegian internal waters

§ 18
When navigating through Norwegian internal waters, foreign non-military vessels shall only use those sea lanes prescribed by the Ministry of Defence.

§ 19
Foreign, non-military vessels shall report to the Norwegian authorities when entering and leaving Norwegian internal waters and when passing specified geographical positions in the sea lane. Such reports shall include the vessel's name, call-sign, destination and estimated time of passing the next report point or of arrival at the vessel's next port-of-call. The report points are determined by the Ministry of Defence.

§ 20
Foreign, non-military vessels which are obliged to enter Norwegian internal waters due to force majeure or distress or to provide assistance to persons, ships or aircraft that are in danger are excepted from the above provisions concerning the requirement to report and the use of sea lanes. Such vessels shall nevertheless and by the fastest possible means contact the Norwegian authorities for specific instructions regarding anchoring or continued navigation.

Vessels lying in Norwegian territorial waters

§ 21
No registrations or measurements other than those necessary for safe navigation are permitted without special permission from the Norwegian authorities

§ 22
It is prohibited for all persons on board foreign, non-military vessels to make maps or sketched maps of ports, waters, airfields or seaplane ports of the Kingdom. It is also prohibited to make maps, sketches of maps, take photographs or record descriptions of Norwegian military facilities or equipment.

§ 23
Foreign, non-military vessels shall fly their national flag at all times while navigating through Norwegian territorial waters. When the vessel is at anchor or moored, the flag shall be hoisted during the day.

§ 24
Officers on Norwegian warships or guard ships and other officers in the Norwegian Armed Forces may inspect any foreign, non-military vessel, including its documents, cargo, equipment and any persons on board. The master of the vessel under inspection shall provide any assistance necessary to facilitate the inspection, including placing the vessel's communications equipment at the disposal of the inspecting officers free of charge. The master shall provide on request any information which is of interest to the Norwegian authorities. He is under obligation to comply with instructions regarding the remainder of the voyage.

§ 25
The master and crew of a foreign, non-military vessel shall comply with current Norwegian legislation including regulations concerning the environment, health, customs, use of pilot, traffic, ports, foreign nationals and rules of conduct. Norwegian regulations governing the use of communications equipment shall be complied with.

Infringements of the regulations

§ 26
Should the master or crew of a foreign, non-military vessel fail to comply with the laws and regulations laid down for the presence and navigation of vessels in Norwegian territorial waters, the Norwegian authorities may order the vessel to leave Norwegian territorial waters immediately or within a specified, reasonable period of time. The vessel may also be brought to the nearest police authority to be charged and prosecuted.

§ 27
Unless otherwise prescribed by statute, infringement of these regulations is punishable by fines or by imprisonment for a term not exceeding three months pursuant to section 418, subsection 2, of Act no. 10 of 22 May 1902.

Concluding provisions

§ 28
The Ministry of Defence or whosoever the Ministry so authorises may grant exemption from these regulations and may issue further provisions for the supplementation and implementation of these regulations.

§ 29
These regulations enter into force on 1 May 1995.

